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address or by calling (513) 397-6183.

Sincerely,

eJ-urvn.~~

Enclosures

'\~
No. of Copies rec'dU, l

ListABCDE i



Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Administration of the North
American Numbering Plan

)
)
)
)

CC Docket No. 92-237
Phases One and Two

COMMENTS OF
CINCINNATI BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY

Cincinnati Bell Telephone Company ("CBT") respectfully submits the following

comments in response to the Commission's April 4, 1994 Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

("NPRM") in the above-captioned proceeding.!

PHASE ONE

A. New Administrator

The Commission's October 29, 1992 Notice of Inquiry ("NOI") in this proceeding

sought comment on whether Bellcore should continue as administrator of the North American

Numbering Plan ("NANp") or be replaced by another entity. Since that time, however,

Bellcore has notified the Commission that it no longer desires to be the NANP administrator.

As a result, the Commission is considering existing, non-government entities such as the

Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions ("ATIS ") as possible candidates to

! Administration of the North American Numbering Plan, CC Docket No. 92-237,
Phases One and Two, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, (FCC 94-79), released April
4, 1994.



administer the NANP. The NPRM specifically seeks comment on whether ATIS or some

component of ATIS could handle future NANP administration.2

CBT supports the appointment of ATIS as the new NANP administrator. As noted by

the Commission, ATIS (formerly the Exchange Carrier Standards Association) was originally

established to set and coordinate industry standards and has considerable knowledge of

numbering issues through the activities of its various committees and forums. 3 Because of its

experience in building industry consensus on various issues, CBT submits that ATIS is

uniquely qualified to administer the NANP. This experience, coupled with its extensive

knowledge of numbering issues, makes ATIS an excellent choice for the new NANP

administrator, and would ensure a smooth transition.4 Finally, the fact that ATIS recently

expanded its governing board and membership to include non-LECs indicates that ATIS is

not too closely identified with any particular industry segment to administer the NANP in a

fair and impartial manner.

2 NPRM at para. 15.

3 Id.

4 However, given the contentious nature of administering numbering resources in a
competitive environment, the Commission must provide direction on a procedure for
the timely resolution of disputes. The new NANP administrator cannot be expected
to sponsor an oversight committee on numbering policy until such a procedure is
established.
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B. Functions of the New NANP Administrator

The Commission has tentatively concluded that the new NANP administrator should

not only assume those functions customarily performed by Bellcore but should also perform

the additional functions associated with the assignment of central office ("CO") codes. 5

While CBT agrees with that tentative conclusion, an expansion in the scope of the new

administrator's responsibilities at this time would not be prudent. The transition of

responsibility from Bellcore to the new administrator will be complicated enough without the

additional complexities associated with administering the assignment of CO codes in each

NPA. Such administration should include all the functions currently associated with CO code

assignment (~, COCDS, Code Relief, etc.) since it would be impossible for the current

administrators to forecast NPA exhaust without knowing the assignment of all the NXXs

within an NPA. CBT submits that in light of these complexities there is no need to transfer

responsibility for assigning CO codes to the new NANP administrator at this time.

Assignments should continue to be made in accordance with the industry's recently adopted

guidelines for the administration of CO codes until Bellcore's current responsibilities are

successfully transferred to the new NANP administrator.

5 NPRM at para. 29.
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C. Fundin& for NANP Administration

The NPRM seeks further comment on how the costs of NANP administration should

be recovered in the future. 6 CBT agrees that any new funding mechanism adopted by the

Commission should stress the importance of a fair and equitable allocation of the costs to all

entities that use the numbers or otherwise benefit from the related number planning,

implementation and administration. 7 CBT submits that the establishment of a new numbering

administration fund supported by mandatory contributions would be the best way to fund

NANP administration in the future.

PHASE TWO

D. Interstate IntraLATA Toll Calls

The NPRM seeks comment on whether the Commission should require LECs to cease

screening and completing interstate intraLATA "I +" MTS calls and, instead, deliver those

calls to the carrier preselected by the end user unless the preliminary routing numbers

indicate otherwise. 8 CBT submits that a number of factors must be considered in deciding

whether this should be done. For example, if the Commission were to mandate such a

requirement, steps would have to be taken to ensure consistency between state and federal

policies, and to minimize customer confusion. In addition, the Commission would have to

6 NPRM, at para. 31-38.

7 NPRM, at para. 31.

8 NPRM, at para. 58.

- 4 -



provide a mechanism whereby the costs of implementing and administering such a

requirement could be recovered by the LECs.

Respectfully submitted,

FROST & JACOBS

2500 PNC Center
201 East Fifth Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
(513) 651-6800

Attorneys for Cincinnati Bell
Telephone Company

Dated: June 7, 1994

0112461.01
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

II Judith A. Gardner I do hereby certify on this 7th day of
June I 1994 1 that I have caused a copy of the foregoing Cincinnati
Bell Telephone Company's Comments to be mailed, via first class
United States Mail, postage paid, to the persons listed on the
attached service list.
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Bell Canada
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Mark H. Goldberg
Unitel Communications Inc.
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Alex J. Harris
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Jay C. Keithley
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Darrell S. Townsley
Illinois Commerce Commission
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Dr. Lee L. Selwyn
Economics and Technology, Inc.
One Washington Mall
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J. Barclay Jones
American Personal Communications
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Washington, DC 20036

D. Kelly Daniels
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921 S. W. Washington
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Linda D. hershman
Southern New England Telecommunications

Corporation
227 Church Street
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Michael J. Shortley, III
Rochester Telephone
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James L. Casey
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Ellen K. Snyder
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Francine J. Berry
R. Steven Davis
Albert M. Lewis
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295 North Maple Avenue, Room 3244J1
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Floyd S. Keene
Mark R. Ortlieb
Larry A. Peck
Ameritech Operating Cos.
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Glenn S. Richards
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Suite 800
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G. A. Gorman
General Manager
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Linda D. Hershman, Vice President
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Steven E. Watkins
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Bell Canada
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Vice President
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